


As a Scotsman, I know the stories of Golf’s beginning 
well. Shepherds relieving boredom hitting stones with a 
crook around the thin, sheep grazing pasture found in a 
narrow strip between the sea and the farm fields, known 
as the Links. The game became popular, and its roots 
were set on firm sandy soils, where wiry fescue grass 
allows the ball to bounce, pitch and roll. As popularity 
increased, the game moved inland, golf courses on sandy 
soils became a rarity, and thus the ground game became 
all but extinct.

At the turn of the last century, one man, Mike Keiser, 
strove to return the game to its roots. He spent decades 
seeking out the most beautiful landscapes with sand as 
deep as one could dig, as firm as any Scottish Links and 
weather appealing to the wiry fescue. At Bandon Dunes 
he introduced a generation to Golf as it was meant to be.

 At Sand Valley he has found the perfect inland site and 
allowed the same architects to design courses fit for 
this landscape. Having designed Bandon Dunes, Mike 
asked that I design Mammoth Dunes. These two courses 
share scale, width and playability. Mammoth Dunes is 
intended to engender confidence, reward bold, aggressive 
play and offer the chance of recovery. I dare you to take 
the tight lines, read the ground contours and work the 
ball to your will, have fun!

The 8th Hole

MAMMOTH DUNES

– David McLay Kidd
 Golf Course Architect
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